
 
 

Dear SMOAT Supporter 
This year our Christmas Appeal is supporting two very different projects for two of the poorest countries 
in Africa.  One will provide a manual drilling team in Zambia with the tools required to install a new 
well, hand pump and sanitation. The other will set up families in eco stove and briquettes businesses in 
Malawi. 
Village Water – Manual Drilling Teams 
Zambia is a developing country whose copper industry is recovering. However most of the people are 
poor farmers living at subsistence level.  
Village Water is a very small aid organisation specialising in clean water and sanitation provision in the 
Western province of Zambia which has not been reached by the big water suppliers. This is one of the 
poorest regions of Africa where more than half of the people have no access to clean water or sanitation. 
Consequently the death rate from preventable diseases whose effects are proportionately greater for 
children and the elderly,  is amongst the highest in the world. Village water has a well proven system for 
installing wells, pumps sanitation and better hygiene which makes the best use of local labour and 
ensures subsequent maintenance. The results are much improved health and consequently better food 
yields from agriculture.   
Village Water supports safe water, sanitation and hygiene education in Western Province, Zambia. Since 
2003 they have supported approximately 178,000 people in 715 communities and 30 schools. After 
forming a village committee, taking part in hygiene education sessions and building their own sanitation 
facilities, each community receives a new well with hand pump.  
Village Water has established and trained six manual drilling teams as independent local enterprises in 
Zambia since 2012. Manual drilling is an innovative solution to the problem of safe water access, 
particularly in remote, rural communities 
where larger private companies will not 
invest. It is safer and quicker than hand 
digging and adaptable to the terrain as the 
equipment is lightweight compared to 
heavy drilling rigs which sink in the local 
soft sands.  
Training independent manual drilling 
teams also boosts the local economy by 
creating jobs, and demand for drilling kits 
and tools (made at local parts shops). It also 
builds local skills and increases 
sustainability because it reduces 
dependency on external agencies. 
With the money we raise from the 
Christmas Appeal, we will provide all the 
tools necessary for a manual drilling team 
to establish a new well and hand pump in a 
community in Western Province, Zambia.    A manual drilling team in action 
 
Faith in Action – Eco Stoves and Briquettes Businesses 
Malawi is another of Africa’s very poor countries and with no natural resources other than some 
cultivable land most of the population exists on subsistence agriculture and half exist below the poverty 
line. Faith in Action works in the remote Shire flood plane area which this year suffered the most 
devastating floods in its history. Many of the villages lost their houses, schools and orphan centres. 



Rebuilding the houses alone is difficult, partly because deforestation has left a shortage of timber.  
Recovery is slow and dependant on income from small domestic industry whilst growing their own food.   
One of Faith in Action’s many objectives is to work towards significantly reducing poverty through 

funding appropriate and sustainable projects and 
businesses.  They offer small interest free loans to 
families to set up small businesses.   
The project we are supporting relates to eco-stove 
and briquette businesses.  These businesses not 
only provide an income for families but they have 
a number of significant advantages over the 
traditional method of cooking over open fires in 
the villages. Deforestation is serious and using 
wood from forests is against the law. Nevertheless 
many women suffer from lung diseases through 
cooking over open fires. The briquettes are made 
from waste materials but much reduce the 
harmful smoke.    

The cost for setting up an eco-stove business is £96 and for setting up a briquette business, £64.  These 
costs include training and are based on training ten people for each business. 
The loan scheme should multiply itself as nearly all capital is repaid and reused to set up further 
businesses. 
As you can see, for a relatively small cost, many families can set up their own businesses, becoming 
independent and self-sufficient. 

 
Briquettes drying in the sun 

 
* * * * * 

The people these projects will support are amongst the poorest in the world and live subject to risks of 
starvation and ill health. They support their lives through their own efforts but these projects will give 
them a hand up.   
I do hope you will wish to support this year’s Appeal. 
 
With very best wishes from the SMOAT Committee for a joyous and peaceful Christmas and a happy 
New Year. 
 

Barbara Perkins (Chairman) 

 

 

 

 

Participants being trained to make eco stoves 



	

Christmas Appeal 2015  - I wish to contribute to SMOAT’s work in Zambia and Malawi 
 

I enclose a gift of £ ..……  

Name:  …………………………………… 

Address: …………………………….…… 

…………………………………………… 

………………     Post Code: ……...…..… 
 

 

Signed: ………………………….. 
	
Date: …………….	

Cheques, payable to SMOAT should be sent to: 
The Treasurer, c/o 49 Redstone Hill,  
Redhill RH1 4BG 

If you would like to receive occasional updates on SMOAT 
activities by e-mail, please provide your e-mail address:     ………………………………………….. 
 
I agree to SMOAT contacting me by: Post:            e-mail:  

 

Gift Aid Declaration – SMOAT 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made  

         today    in the past 4 years    in the future 

✓ Please tick all boxes you wish to apply 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council 
Tax do not qualify.  I understand that SMOAT will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.  

Donor’s details 

Title …… Forename(s) ……………….………………... Surname  ……………………..…… 
 
Full home address  ……………………………………..………………………….…………… 
 
…………..……………………………………..……………………………………………….. 
 
…………..……………………………………..……………… Postcode ……..……………… 
 

Signature ……..…………………………………….              Date ……………………. 
 
Please notify SMOAT if you: 

• Want to cancel this declaration, 
• Change your name or home address, 
• No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you 
must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to 
adjust your tax code. 
 


